1) RE: Theme

Top of Form
Education - Scout was very educated for her age.  She knew how to read and write before going into the first grade.  Miss Caroline yells at her and tells her not to read or write anymore.  Atticus wants his kids to be well educated and encourages his kids to continue to learn even if the school tells them not to.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Social Inequality - It is clear that Maycomb has many different levels of income amongst its people.  Miss Caroline doesn't know about this when she comes to Maycomb and seems to judge those of different incomes and doesn't quite understand.  Atticus has taught Scout and Jem not to judge other people.  He knows that people can pay in different ways and allows that when someone needs legal help.  Scout believes that everyone should be treated the same, no matter what their income is.
2) RE: Theme

Top of Form
Perspective: Throughout the entire course of the novel, Atticus tries to encourage Scout and Jem to step into other people's shoes to understand how they see the world. Usually, Scout finds her father's advice to be beneficial, and her attempts to gain insight into other people's perspectives on life and the world broaden her moral education and social understanding. 
The Law: Atticus' representation of Tom Robinson is a main focus throughout the book, and although he does not win the trial, he holds his strong beliefs that despite some social inequalities, all men are equal in the courtroom. He uses these thoughts in discussion with Jem and Scout regarding how the court system works and believes that progress toward racial equity can be made in the courtroom. In addition to upholding the law, Atticus is aware of the fact that certain circumstances call for bending of the rules at times, for example, Bob Ewell is permitted to hunt in the off season because the town council and authorities know that his children may starve if he is not permitted to do so. 
3) RE: Theme

Top of Form
One of the themes explored in the novel is the understanding that usually people are not only good or only bad, they have both qualities and it is important to see them. Atticus teaches the kids to appreciate and notice the good qualities in people, but also try to understand their bad sides.  He says: “You never really understand a person until you consider things from his point of view…until you climb into his skin and walk around it.” (ch.3, p 39)
Another important theme of the novel is the desire for a change. Families of Maycomb have their own history and they are not used to changes. Even when everyone understands that Bob Ewell and Mayella are lying, the jury still makes a decision that Tom Robinson is guilty. That is the usual order of things in Maycomb, it is easier in some sense.  Jem does not want to accept that, he thinks it is unfair and he is ready to do anything for the change. He represents the younger generation, the hope for a better future for Maycomb.

4) RE: Plot

Top of Form
Initiation: Dill cannot live his life because of the mysterious Radley house. Thus, curiosity takes him over and he makes Scout and Jem join him in finding out more about Radley and even try to get him out of his house. 
Journey: Atticus takes the Tom Robinson case and going to defend him in the court. 
Suffering: The trial process, citizens judge Atticus about him defending a "nigger", unfair verdict.
Reconciliation: Bob Ewell is dead, Boo Radley saves the kids.
Communication: the whole novel is Scout's experience, her story that she shares with the reader.

5) RE: Plot

Top of Form
initiation: Scout feels like she does not belong because of how different she is from any other kid in her grade. For example, she is a tomboy, and she is already very educated. To feel less alienated, she hangs out with Jem and Dill, and together they work to understand Boo Radley and get him to come out of his house. 
journey: I would say there are a lot of journeys in this novel, however, the main one would be when Atticus decides to defend Tom Robinson. This is a physical journey in the way that he chooses to do this on his own even with the consequences that will come with it. This affects Scout in the way that she does not quite understand exactly what it means now that Atticus took the case. 
suffering: The suffering occurs when it is found that Tom Robinson is definitely guilty. It is hard for all of the Finches to understand the way that blacks are treated in their town. This is what ultimately needs to change. However, they do know that it will be a long road and not everyone will conform. 
reconciliation: Scout discovers that Boo Radley is not all that bad, she actually considers him her friend. She also comes to the realization of the race issue in her town. She realizes how unfair people are and she finally understands that she fits in. She discovers that Maycomb is her home, and she is no longer scared of Boo Radley or his house. She finally feels as if she belongs. 
communication: At the end of the novel, Scout does decide to share with us everything that went on and what led her to the point she is at now. Scout is telling the story from her point of view as an adult, so in a way she does communicate this to us. 
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6) RE: Plot
Top of Form
Rising Action- Scout is the protagonist and is faced by many conflicts such as her teacher tells her not to read and write, her Aunt wants her to act prim and proper, and Jem and Dill recruit her to encounter Boo Radley. Atticus is also called on to defend a colored man, and she has to withstand criticisms from people in town.
Climax- I think that there is a double climax in this story, one happens when the jury convicts Tom Robinson, and the other when Scout and Jem are attacked by Bob Ewell.
Falling Action- Tom Robinson is shot and killed, Boo Radley goes back to being a ghost.
Initiation- Scout is a tomboy and doesn't want to be ladylike. She hangs out with the boys and plays their games about Boo Radley.
Journey- Scout starts going to school, Jem is acting grown-up and Scout is on her own.
Suffering- Scout sees the injustice all around her in town and at the trial and doesn't understand why everyone isn't treated nicely. Scout has to endure a teacher she doesn't like and other rude children. 
Reconciliation- Aunt Alexandra offers Scout overalls to wear after she and Jem are attacked. Scout isn't scared of Boo anymore and walks him home. The town resumes its routine.
Communication- Scout narrates the story from her point of view.
7) RE: Symbols

Top of Form
Scout's Overalls - Scout's overalls are part of her personality.  She has rather tomboy-ish ways, not wanting to be like all the other girls her age.  This especially causes conflict with Aunt Alexandra and her prim and proper ways.  Scout is herself and does not conform to how society wants her to be.
The Radley House - Boo Radley's home causes confusion and wonder in the children and town.  The house is treated like a haunted house and the children are scared to go near it at times.  The lack of sightings of Boo Radley cause a lot of wonder in the children, trying to figure out if he's alive and who he is.
8) RE: Symbols

Top of Form
Mockingbird is a symbol of innocence and kindnesss in the novel. “Remember it’s a sin to kill a mockingbird.” (chapter 10)  Thus, the title of the book can be interpreted as the destruction of that innocence. There are several “mockingbirds” in the novel, those are the characters whose innocent souls were ruined by other people’s evil. (Boo, Jem, Dill, Tom Robinson, and others)
The rabid dog- that symbol appears in chapter 10 and I did not think of it while reading that part. The reader learns something new about Atticus in this chapter. Kids think he is old and boring, but he kills the dog with one shot. I think the rabid dog is a symbol of danger and it is so important to have someone, who can protect you from it.
Bottom of Form
 
9) RE: Symbols

Top of Form
mockingbird: The mockingbird is a symbol used throughout the entirety of the novel. The mockingbird symbolizes someone who is innocent. There are two main mockingbirds, Tom Robinson and Boo Radley. Atticus says that it is a sin to kill a mockingbird, which is kind of ironic considering Tom Robinson is shot and dies. However, this kind of makes sense given the title of the novel: To Kill a Mockingbird, and it just so happens that one is killed. 
the Radley house: The Radley house symbolizes mystery and fear of the unknown. Even the way Scout describes the house as "always having its shutters and doors closed signaling illness and cold". This just is not a good sign making the house a complete mystery. There also is the fact that Boo Radley lives in this house, and Scout, Jem, and Dill have no way of finding out anything about him. The house represents the mystery of Boo Radley. 
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